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review of recent 
developments in 
social policy in 
four nations  
Korea now seems more of a 
welfare hybrid than a clear example 
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Korea belongs to 'successful 
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East Asian welfare state system 
exists as 'ideal typical'  
(fourth regime) 
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factor & cluster 
analysis 
Taiwan & Korea form forth regime 
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cluster analysis 
Asian welfare states form different 
typology from that of Western 
welfare states, but cluster analysis 
shows Western and Asian nations 
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lack of sufficient conditions for the 
development of an all-
encompassing EA welfare regime 
(No evidence that East Asian model 
exists) 
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Four Asian nations similar to but 


















































Korea has not structurally 






































Characteristics of Korean welfare 
could be explained only within the 
concept of authoritative 
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East Asian model’s exceptionality 
could be fading in the future 
(distinct world) 
 
